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PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER AMENDMENT BILL 2009 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House), read a first 
time. 

Second Reading 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Leader of the House) [5.00 pm]: I move � 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The purpose of the Parliamentary Commissioner Amendment Bill 2009 is to enable the Ombudsman to review 
and investigate certain child deaths, in part by the transfer to the Ombudsman of the child death review functions 
currently carried out by the Child Death Review Committee appointed by the Minister for Child Protection. The 
valuable work of the committee since its inception is acknowledged. The Ombudsman, however, is an 
independent parliamentary officer with wide powers of investigation�powers that are not available to the 
committee. The Ombudsman can examine a wide range of government departments, consider across-agency 
solutions for the prevention of child deaths, and recommend changes to strengthen cooperation and 
interdepartmental approaches to child safety and wellbeing. This will significantly enhance the child death 
review process, its role and impact. Most importantly, it may decrease the incidence of child deaths in Western 
Australia.  

The bill implements the recommendations arising from a review by Prudence Ford of the former Department for 
Community Development, the Ford report. The Ford report recommended, firstly, that the committee, together 
with its current resources, be relocated to the Ombudsman and, secondly, that a small specialist investigative unit 
be established in the Ombudsman�s office to facilitate the independent investigation of complaints and enable the 
further examination, at the discretion of the Ombudsman, of child death review cases when the child was known 
to a number of agencies.  

The bill will amend existing provisions in the Parliamentary Commissioner Act 1972 that relate to investigations 
so that they will apply to child death reviews. The Ombudsman will be able to monitor and review investigable 
deaths, exercise his existing powers to investigate administrative actions that relate to investigable deaths, and 
make recommendations to the department and other public authorities within the Ombudsman�s jurisdiction 
relating to policies, practices and systems for the prevention or reduction of deaths of children and to advance 
good administrative practice. 

Clause 7 of the bill inserts a new division 3A into the act and provides a definition of those children who have 
died whose deaths may be reviewed or investigated by the Ombudsman. These are termed �investigable deaths�, 
and are those cases where a child under 18 years of age dies suddenly and, in the two years before the date of the 
child�s death, the department had received information that raised concerns about the wellbeing of the child or a 
child relative of the child, or had determined that action needed to be taken to promote the wellbeing of the child 
or a child relative. Further, it includes those children who have died when protection proceedings are pending in 
respect of the child or a child relative of the child, or when a child or a child relative of the child is in the care of 
the chief executive officer of the department.  

Clause 10 of the bill is a consequential amendment to the Children and Community Services Act 2004, which 
will require the department to notify the Ombudsman of all investigable deaths within 14 days of the department 
being notified of the death of the child by the coroner. Two other operational amendments are proposed in the 
bill. Clause 6 will enable the Ombudsman to engage persons under contracts for services to provide technical, 
professional and other assistance required in exercising his functions under the act. Clause 9 allows the 
correction of the order of the items listed in schedule 1 of the act.  

The death of any child is a tragedy. When that child had had recent involvement with the Department of Child 
Protection and/or other public authorities, it is essential that the death is investigated by an independent statutory 
body and any necessary changes to policies and practice are made to help prevent the death of any other child. I 
commend the bill to the house.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


